
College Timeline



1975
Original logo and 
brochure used to 
market the college

1975—1979
Humble Beginnings



June 1976
29 students graduated at our first 
commencement  in 1976.

1975
Class were offered in storefront 
buildings internally known by the 
street they were located, including 
“El Dorado Building”, “Huntington 
Building”, and “Mott Building”. 

Herbert Ravetch, Ph.D.
1st LAMC President 
1975—1979



1980—1984
Transitions

November 6, 1980
New LAMC logo unveiled

1980
First “Campus Center” opens 
at 1212 San Fernando Road



November 6, 1980
New LAMC logo unveiled

March 1982
Approximately 4,000 
Students Enrolled

Fall 1982
Mandatory orientation for 
students is introduced

Spring 1984
80 students graduate

October 5, 1982
Van donated to our  
Diesel Tech program



1985
CA Community Colleges Board of 
Governors votes against adding 
$13.9M to State Budget for a 
Mission College campus.

Land in Northridge 
earmarked for 
campus is sold.

Demonstrators 
decry veto of 
new campus 

1985—1989
Breaking Ground



June 3, 1988

Groundbreaking Ceremony

1987

CA Governor George 
Deukmejian reverses his 
veto from the previous 
year and adds $8.5M to 
the state budget for a 
Mission College building.



Jack Fujimoto, Ph.D.
5th LAMC President 
1991—1995

December 3, 1991 
Campus Dedication Ceremony

1990—1994
Opening Day



May 22, 1992 
“Encino Man” is released in theaters, 

using the brand new campus and 
Instructional Building as a backdrop.

March 1993 
”Free Spirits“ baseball team 

hosts first home game

April 1994 
Baseball wins first-ever 
college SCAC championship



1995—1999
Setting In

1995 
Celebrated our 20th year

5,614 students enrolled

Tuition had recently increased 
from $10 to $13 per unit



January 13, 1997
Our very first online class, 
English 101, was offered in 
Winter Session

1997
The Library & Learning Resource 
Center (LRC) Opens



2000—2004
Turning 25

Adriana Barrera, Ph.D.
7th LAMC President 
2000—2005

February 11, 2000 
Celebrated our 25th year
Graduated 261 students 
in 1999



2006 
12,215 students enrolled
353 Students Graduated
Tuition was $20 per unit

2002
Collaborative Studies Building Opens
Dedicated to honor LAMC founder 
Guadalupe S. Ramirez



2005—2009
Heading East

2007
Parking Structure Opens, 
providing stable parking for 
thousands of students



2009
Health, Fitness & Athletics 
Center (East Campus) Opens

October 28, 2008
Child Development Center 
building is dedicated



2010—2014
Building the Future

Monte E. Perez, Ph.D.
11th LAMC President 
2011—2021

October 4, 2010
Governor Schwarzenegger signs 
SB 1440 & AB 2302 at Mission 
College creating a transfer 
pathway to UC/CSUs.



2012
Center for Math & Science  
(East Campus) OpensMay 7, 2011

Culinary Arts Institute Opens



2015 
15,946 students enrolled
476 Students Graduated

2015—2019
Expanding Access



August 2017
Arts, Media & Performance 
Building Opens

July 26, 2016
Student Health Center Grand Opening



2020—2025
Soaring to
New Heights

Armida Ornelas, Ph.D.
12th LAMC President 
2021—Present

2021
In Fall of 2021, we saw a 20% 
decline vs. pre-Covid numbers

2023/24
We recently set a record for 
highest total headcount: 
close to 22,000 students



December 4, 2023
Student Services & Administration 
Building (SSAB) Opens

Fall 2024
First cohort begins for our Bachelor’s 
Degree in Biomanufacturing

December 19, 2023
Pacoima Opens, serving 
1500 new students its 
first year
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